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and win England by playing off England against her natural
Russian and French rivals, and by coming to a reasonable
understanding with England in regard to naval and colonial
questions/'8 A third factor which made for the Franco-
Russian Alliance, was the persistence of the revanche idea
and the slow consolidation of power in the French Republic
which followed the bursting of the Boulanger bubble.
France had at last sufficiently settled down so that the Tsar
was willing to overcome his repugnance to an alliance with
the Revolutionary Government which had never forgiven
Germany for the cruel wound inflicted in 187L
FRANCO-GERMAN RELATIONS, 1871-1890
In the bitter years after the Franco-Prussian War,
France sat alone among the Powers of Europe, like a wall-
flower at a dance, watching Germany revolve with many
partners. France was condemned to isolation by her own
military weakness after defeat, by the methods which Bis-
marck adopted to keep her friendless, and by the instability
of her Republican form of government which was regarded
askance by the old monarchs of Europe, She had to suffer
the humiliation and the inevitable friction of German
armies on her soil until the billion dollar indemnity was
paid. It was not until the War Scare of 1875 that France
found for the first time that she had honest neighbors who,
if they did not take her to their hearts as partners, were
at least not willing to sit idly by with hands crossed and
see her menaced or crushed. Tsar Alexander II of Russia
gallantly informed General Le Flo, the French Ambassador
at St Petersburg, that "the interests of our two countries
are common; you would know this very quickly and you
would know it from us if, as I refuse to believe, you should
be some day seriously menaced," 50 Queen Victoria likewise
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